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the temper of fixed and contemptuous disregard for man as a
species, not seldom makes an exception in favour of the
particular John, William, or James, whom accident has
embarked in the same enterprise, or associated in the same
perils, with himself. Dan Dancer, the miser, who would not
have risked a half-crown upon a fire-escape or a life-boat for
ten generations whom he had not personally known, never-
theless fought the battles of the paupers in his own neigh-
bourhood, and headed them in their campaigns for rights of
common and turbary with the most disinterested heroism.
Elwes, the prince of misers, sometimes laid aside his
narrow cares for the duties of a patriot. No man so
memorably selfish who has not, OIL some occasion of his life,
felt the social instinct which connects his else contemptible
race, and acknowledged the duties which grow out of it.
As to the good and generous, they cannot travel so much as
a Jewish Sabbath-day's journey in company with another,
participating in common purposes for the time, and liable to
common inconveniences of weather or accident, and even to
common possibilities of danger, without recognising some-
thing beyond a stranger's claim to offices of kindness or
courtesy in the transient relations of a fellow-traveller.

Yet these are, in their nature, felt to be perishable con-
nexions. Neighbourhood is a relation either purely of
accident, or of choice not primarily determined by considera-
tion of neighbours. And the brief associations of public
carriages or inns are as evanescent as the sandy columns of
the Great Desert, which the caprices of the wind build up
and scatter, shape and unshape, within the brief revolution
of a minute. Seldom, indeed, does a second sun shine upon
fellow-travellers in modern England, And neighbourhood,
if a more durable tie, is often one even less consciously made
known to the parties concerned. If, then, connexions casual
as these, where the mnculum of the relation is so finely spun
as to furnish rather a verbal classification to the logician
than a practical subject of duties to the moralist, are yet
acknowledged by the benevolent as imposing some slight
obligations of consideration and service, much more ought an
AUTHOR to find, in the important circumstances which con-
nect the ministers of the press, in their extensive fellowship